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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">that somehow or another things would settle down<BR>without violent disturbance. The actual condition of<BR>the country's mind was in fact curiously complicated.<BR>Charles, having got his verdict in the Hampden<BR>case, drifted again with his Ministers into an agreeable<BR>mood of security. The feeling was flattered by the<BR>fact that the Country Party, hardened to some<BR>extent as it was by the action of four dissenting<BR>judges, quickly relaxed into the feeling of impotency<BR>by which it had long been possessed. The urgency<BR>of the Puritan revolt was not to be disputed, and it<BR>was widespread. But it was scattered up and down<BR>the country, and in the absence of Parliament it had<BR>no means of focusing itself, or indeed of realising its<BR>own extent and power. Once the tension of Hamp-<BR>den's trial was over, the lesson of the verdict was<BR>soon forgotten, or at least it seemed to be forgotten<BR>so far as any material change in government was<BR>concerned. It is true that the Crown, having scored<BR>its equivocal triumph, was anxious to dwell upon it<BR>as little as possible. The collection of Ship-money<BR>went forward, and although Hampden's example<BR>threw fresh obstacles in the way of the assessors at<BR>every turn, the levy was still a source of substantial<BR>revenue. It is to be noted, however, that no steps<BR>seem to have been taken to enforce the payment of<BR>Hampden's twenty shillings, in respect of which<BR>judgment had been given against him, and when<BR>Lord Saye and Sele demanded that his own case<BR>should be brought to trial, the Crown determined to<BR>take no further risk and summarily ruled that the<BR>Hampden case had once and for all settled a question<BR>that could not be reopened.<BR><SUP>1</SUP></FONT><FONT FACE=\"Arial\" SIZE=\"4\">                            </FONT><FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">129</FONT><BR>\
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